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Recreation on local rivers and 
lakes draw tourists to the 

Midlands every summer. They 
bring with them dollars for 
local businesses and take 
back memories of boating, 

kayaking, tubing, fishing and 
other summer fun.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

New Water Resources Agent: Karen Jackson  
 
As some of you may know, Mary Calfisch has 
left Clemson Extension and Carolina Clear to 
serve as a science teacher at Lexington Middle 
School. At the end of April I stepped into this 
position and quickly realized how much energy 

and effort Mary has put into each and every 
program. We wish her the best in her new 
position and I am excited to continue where 
she has left off! I am originally from Illinois 
and have a background in water quality and 
using macroinvertebrates as biological 
indicators. I have been in the Columbia area for a short time but am already 

enjoying all South Carolina has to offer. I look forward to meeting everyone 

and working with all the partners of the Consortium!       
 

Newsworthy: 

Richland Recycles Day 
 
On May 15th Richland County residents did their part to protect the 
environment by recycling unwanted household products at the State 
Fairgrounds for the annual Richland Recycles Day event. It was estimated that 
1,000 vehicles stopped by to drop off: 
 
45,000 lbs of electronics  
20,000 lbs of household chemicals 
18,500 lbs of paint 
11,000 lbs of scrap metal 
10,000 lbs of tires 
 
That’s more than 52 tons recycled!  
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 Upcoming Events 

Palmetto Tasty Tomato 
Festival 

July 18, 2015 
4:00 PM to 9:00 PM 

1500 Airport Blvd Columbia 
 

 

 

 

4-H2O Exploring Lake Murray 

July 20-24, 2015 
8:30 AM to 4:30 PM 

SCE&G Recreation Area  
on Lake Murray 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Summer Celebration of Water 

August 22, 2015 
10:00 AM-2:00 PM 

Riverfront Park 

 

 

 

 

Gervais Street Bridge Dinner 
October 14, 2015 

4:00 PM to 8:00 PM 
Gervais Street Bridge 

 

 

Recent Activities:  

Public Works Shorescaping 

In December 2014, personnel from Richland County’s Stormwater 
Management, Special Services, Support Services, Road and Drainage divisions 
worked with Carolina Clear staff and community volunteers to install a 
shorescaping demonstration site at the retention pond at the Richland County 
Department of Public Works. The effort launched Carolina Clear’s Clearly Doing 
Good program and included laying down erosion control blankets and planting 
a 120ft. buffer of native vegetation to stabilize the shoreline soil and trap 
sediment. The new vegetation will also help reduce the negative effects of the 
numerous Canada geese who call the pond home. 
 

 

 
Storm Drain Marking  
 

To celebrate National Stormwater Awareness Month the Richland County 
Stormwater Management division worked with members from the Parliament 
Lakes Neighborhood to secure a total of 16 markers on stormwater drains. 
Volunteers also handed out informational material to homeowners explaining 
the importance of preventing pollution from entering drains.  
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Ongoing Projects 

 
Partners for Healthy 
Watersheds Business 
Recognition Program  

 
Find out how your business can 

participate at www.clemson.edu/ 
carolinaclear/rcsc. 

 
 
 
 
 

Carolina Yards and 
Neighborhoods 

 
Learn how create attractive and 
healthy lawns by working with 
South Carolina’s environment 
rather than against it. Go to 

www.clemson.edu/cyn for more 
information 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Invasive Species Removal 
Workday 
 
On April 18th more than a dozen 
volunteers and workers from 
Columbia Parks and Recreation 
helped to remove invasive plant 
species from Owens Field Park. 
Plants that were removed include 
privet, wisteria, and nandina. Invasives 
such as these often form dense thickets 
that restrict the growth of native plants. 
They may also affect the local wildlife. For instance, the berries of the nandina 
plant can be deadly to native birds! Please consider using native species when 
planting around your home. Check out the Carolina Yards Plant Database at 
Clemson.edu/cy for help with plant selection! 

 

 

River Rocks 2015 
 

The Congaree Riverkeeper was joined by 1,500 music and environmental 
enthusiasts at this year’s River Rocks festival at the Riverfront Park in Columbia. 
Attendees had the opportunity to listen to five different bands, sample great 
food, and paddle along the Columbia Canal. River Rocks is an important 
fundraising event that helps the Congaree Riverkeeper to continue improving 
water quality, wildlife habitat, and recreation on the Congaree. Keep an eye out 
for next year’s event by checking out http://www.riverrocksfestival.com/.  
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Upcoming Activities: 
 

Palmetto Tasty Tomato Festival 
July 18, 2015 
4:00 PM – 4:00 PM  
City Roots Farm  

1500 Airport Blvd Columbia 

Come join us for the 6th annual Tasty 
Tomato Festival presented by Sustainable Midlands! This is a great event 
supporting local food and will include a free tomato tasting, live music, craft 
beer, tomato bobbing, and the tasty tomato contest! Of course, the food served 
from local restaurants will have a tomato theme. Bring along your camp chairs, 
blankets, and furry friend! Visit tastytomatofestival.com to purchase your 
tickets and learn more.  

 

          

 

4-H2O Exploring Lake Murray 
 

July 20-24, 2015 
8:30 AM - 4:30 PM, daily 
Lake Murray 

 

This year’s 4-H2O camp will be held at 
Lake Murray throughout the week of July 20th. Students ages 10-12 will have the 
week to swim, fish, and explore! Two days will be spent on pontoon boats, 
including a tour of a water treatment plant, and a visit to the Coast Guard 
Auxiliary Station. Students will also learn the history of Lake Murray, participate 
in water quality monitoring and learn about aquatic critters. This year’s camp 
has been filled but please contact Leona Parr at leona@clemson.edu if you 
would like to be put on the waiting list! 

 

http://tastytomatofestival.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/07/IMG_0242.jpg
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Summer Celebration of Water 

August 22, 2015 
10:00 AM – 2:00 PM 
Riverfront Park, Columbia 

Have you had kayaking or paddle boarding on your list of new things to try this 
summer and haven’t gotten around to it yet? Now is your chance! Come out to 
the Summer Celebration of Water at Columbia’s Riverfront Park on August 22nd! 
This annual event is FREE and something that the whole family can enjoy. Along 
with kayaking and paddle boarding you can test your canoeing skills, play on the 
water slides, and learn more about your local water ways and how you can keep 
them clean. This fun event is brought to you by Richland County, Lexington 
County and City of Columbia. Last year’s event brought over 1,000 visitors and 
we are hoping for an even greater turnout this year! If you are interested in 
becoming an exhibitor please contact karen7@clemson.edu by July 24th. More 
information can be found at summercelebrationofwater.com.  
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Gervais St. Bridge Dinner 

October 18, 2015 
4 PM – 8 PM 
Gervais St. Bridge  
 

 

This fall Emile DeFelice, the creator of the Soda City Market, will hold the First 
Annual Gervais St. Bridge Dinner in front of a beautiful sunset along the River! 
The event serves to celebrate the importance of the Congaree River to Cayce, 
West Columbia, and Columbia. Each year proceeds will benefit the Congaree 
Riverkeeper and one non-profit organization from both the east and west side 
of the river. This year’s organizations will include Harvest Hope Food Bank and 
Canoeing For Kids, which helps to provide recreational activities for 
disadvantaged children. Local restaurants will come together to create a 
wonderful three-course meal, with each serving their own unique appetizer. 
The 1,000 tickets will go fast so get yours now! For more information and to 
purchase tickets please visit http://gervaisstreetbridgedinner.com. 

 

RCSC Quarterly Meeting  

July 9 , 2015 
10 AM – 12 PM 
Arcadia Lakes Town Hall 

 

Please join us for the next Richland Countywide Stormwater Consortium 
meeting on July 9th. We will be meeting from 10 AM to 12 PM which 
means……free lunch! We will be discussing the strategic plan and greatly 
appreciate your feedback and ideas. This will help to guide our future efforts 
for the next few years.  

 

http://gervaisstreetbridgedinner.com/


 

 

Contact Us: 

Coordinator: Karen Jackson 
Karen7@clemson.edu 

803-865-1216 
Clemson Extension 
900 Clemson Road 
Columbia SC 29229 

 
www.clemson.edu/ 
carolinaclear/rcsc 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 
Like us on Facebook to keep up 

with events and local stormwater 
news! http://www.facebook. 

com/midlandsstormwater 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

The Clemson University Cooperative 
 Extension Service offers its programs to people 

of all ages regardless of race, color, sex, 
religion, national origin, disability, political 
beliefs, sexual orientation, marital or family 
status and is an equal opportunity employer. 

 

 

Webinars and Conferences: 

 

The Important Role of Vegetation in Stormwater 
Management 

July 15, 2015 
1:00 PM 
International Erosion Control Council 
 
 
Rather than using structural practices as BMPs, this webinar will cover how 
natural vegetation can reduce adverse effects of stormwater runoff during and 
after construction. The speaker will discuss the physical, biological, and 
hydrologic processes supported by a vegetated buffer zone. Please register at 
https://www.ieca.org/education/webinar/livewebinars.asp.  
 

Certified Stormwater Inspector Training 

August 10-11, 2015  
Myrtle Beach, SC 
National Stormwater Center 
 
This training is designed for municipal personnel and focuses on stormwater 
permit compliance to restore our waterways. The certificate will last for 5 
years and Continuing Education Units are awarded. More information can be 
found at http://www.sccounties.org/events-of-interest.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Help to raise awareness of ways each of us can protect our local 
watersheds and quality of life in our communities by sharing this 

newsletter with others! 

You received this newsletter because you have participated in an RCSC event or expressed 
interest in our programming. If you would no longer like to receive our newsletter, please email 
karen7@clemson.edu and ask to be removed from the mailing list. Thank you! 
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